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1. THE LEADING MADRID DAILY, "EL PAIS", REPORTED SEPTEMBER_ 21

THAT EUR. A[S DGWAY TESTIFIED BEFORE THE{HOUSE*FDREIGN&’ F' e
qSUBCOMMITTEE ON’EURDPE AND -THE MIDDLE EAST*SEPTEMBER 20 ONTHE =

STATUS OF THE U.S:-SPANISH BASE NEGOTIATIDNS RIDGWAY.

REPORTEDLY TOLD THE SUBCOMMITTEE THAT THEIUTST: AWANTS™TO 5=

CONCLUDE THE NEGOTIATIONS "AS SOON AS PDSSIBLE"' AND “THAT THEY

"COULD WELL BE CONCLUDED" BEFORE CONGRESS ADJOURNS NEXT MONTH.

"EL PAIS" FURTHER QUOTES RIDGWAY AS STATING THAT "ALTHOUGH I

SHOULD NOT. GET AHEAD OF MYSELF SO MUCH WE HOPE TO BE ABLE TO

DO IT." .

2.. THE "EL PAIS" ARTICLE REPORTED A/S RIDGWAY AS TESTIFYING
THAT THE DELAY IN A NEW AGREEMENT IS DUE TO "COMPLICATED
MATTERS", ADDING THAT HER TESTIMONY AVOIDED SPECIFIC MENTION OF
THE NUCLEAR "INTRODUCTION", CRIMINAL. JURISDICITION AND.CUSTODY,
OR BASE MANAGEMENT/CON’RACTING ISSUES. RIDGWAY REPORTEDLY :
INFORMED THE SUBCOMMITTEE THAT AMBASSADOR BARTHOLOMEW HAD JUST
RETURNED TO MADRID AFTER A WEEK OF CONSULTATIONS IN WASHINGTON, -
AND "I BELIEVE THAT WE ARE CLOSE TO RESOLVING THE MATTERS WHICH
WERE NOT LEFT SETTLED IN JULY AND WHICH BARTHOLOMEW BROUGHT TO
WASHINGTON. "

3. REGARDING SPANISH PARTICIPATION IN NATO, RIDGWAY REPORTEDLY
TOLD THE COMMITTEE THAT THE GOS HAS DEFINED ITS ROLE "AS IT-
CONSIDERS APPROPRIATE. AND FOR NOW, ALTHOUGH WE WOULD LIKE
MORE, THE SPANIARDS HAVE MADE CLEAR WHAT IS POSSIBLE AND WE ARE
BUILDING ON THAT." RIDGWAY SUPPOSEDLY ALSO SAID THAT THE GOS
WOULD NOT BEAR ANY OF THE ESTIMATED COST OF $500 MILLION FOR
MOVING 72 F-16‘S FROM .TORREJON AIR BASE IN SPAIN TO CROTONE AIR
BASE IN ITALY BECAUSE THE EXPENSE WILL BE BORNE BY NATO’S
INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDS, TO WHICH THE GOS DOES NOT -CONTRIBUTE. IN
ANY EVENT, ACCORDING TO "EL PAIS", RIDGWAY TOLD THE-
SUBCOMMITTEE THAT, "IT IS CLEAR THAT BOTH GOVERNMENTS WISH T0
PUT THIS AGREEMENT BEHIND US." BARTHOLOMEW
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